Housing Subcommittee Draft Report on housing as it relates to the LTCI Project:

Individuals accessing LTC are by definition eligible for Medi-Cal, making this group of individuals an impoverished population.  Housing costs in San Diego have recently skyrocketed.  According to a recent article in the SD Union Tribune, the AVERAGE cost of a home in San Diego County has risen to $300,000.  This creates a dual bind on LTC consumers—Landlords no longer have an incentive to rent to individuals with low-income or who utilize Section 8 vouchers, whose reimbursement rate has not kept up with local rents AND the wait for those available vouchers is between five and six years.  Additionally, many individuals, especially seniors, who do own their own homes are unable to access their homes after becoming disabled, and have little financial resources to make accommodations.  Individuals who do own their own homes, often lose those homes upon being institutionalized.  Further, there has been no concerted effort to make housing accessible as a universal concept in San Diego County.  These gaps and other aspects of  the housing issue are identified below.      

Gaps Lack of:

· Affordability 

· Availability

· Accessibility

· A tendency towards Ghettoization/distribution

· Lack of funding:

· Down payment/security deposit

· Furniture, etc.

· Penalties for getting financial assistance (IHSS/SSI)

· Housing modifications (ramps, roll-in showers, widened doorways, etc.)

Key Stakeholders:

· HUD

· Housing Commission

· Individual Housing Authorities

· Apartment Owners

· Builders/Architects

· Urban Planners

· Land Developers

· City Councils

· Board of Supervisors

· Consumers

· LISC

· Community Agencies

· Medi-Cal

· IL Services 

· Regional Center

· AIS

Possible Solutions:

· CDBG Funding

· SuperNofa Funding

· Getting grant or foundation support/ government support

· Exemptions from HUD for people in institutions or at risk of institutionalization

· Rent control

· Local regulations requiring visitability and/or universal design

· Local regulations requiring development of low-income housing within planned -communities (for instance, for every 25 houses built in a sub division, one is donated to the County or city for Low-income, accessible purchase or rent)

· Tax write offs for landlords sufficient to encourage building/availability of low-income housing

· Employment opportunities for people in institutions that would allow savings for rent and or home ownership 

· IL skills prior to leaving an institution (ie: how to keep a checkbook balanced, pay rent, disability management, etc.)

· Media involvement

· Support System

· No penalty for external financial support (SSI, IHSS, etc.) for housing assistance

· Identifying needs for people with most severe disabilities (accessibility, adaptability built-in)

· Use LTCI money for security deposits, housing/apartment modifications, low/no interest loans, etc.
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